
A NEWSLETTER FOR MEM BERS AND FRIENDS OF GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH  

T h e  d e a d l i n e  f o r 

submitting articles for the 

Dei To Day  newsletter is 

normally the 20th of the 

month.  This date may be 

changed based on 

holidays (etc). The 

deadline for articles being 

submitted for Juneõs  

Newsletter is  May 20th.  

All articles are subject to 

editing by the pastors and 

office staff. 

Saturday, May 9th  

The Rebekah-Ruth circle invites everyone to the annual 

Motherõs Day Brunch to be held on May 9th at 9:00 A.M. in 

the fellowship hall.  A free -will offering will be given to the 

YouthWorks Mission Trip.  Our new youth drama group 

will present a skit honoring our mothers.  A sign -up sheet 

is on the W-ELCA bulletin board in the narthex.  Please 

sign up so we will know how many to expect.  

We begin our Summer Worship Schedule on Saturday, May 

23rd.  From Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day 

weekend, our schedule will be:  

     Wednesday    6:30 p.m. 

     Saturday (Contemporary)  5:00 p.m. 

     Sunday (Traditional)   9:00 a.m. 

Communion will be offered the 

1st and 3rd Wednesday and 

Sunday of each month.  It will be 

offered on the Saturday 

preceding Sunday communion.  
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WELCA CIRCLE SCHEDULE  

FROM COMMITTEES AND GROUPS  

Rebekah -Ruth Circle - will meet Monday, May 4th at 9:00 a.m. at Flo Lloydõs.  Miriam Circle - 

will meet Thursday, May 7th at 1:30 p.m. at Gloria Dei (kitchen).  Virginia Bender will hostess. 

Esther -Rachel Circle   - will meet Thursday, May 14th at 1:00 p.m. at Marilyn Kortbeinõs home 

(1925 Grumann Drive).   Sarah Circle   - will meet Thursday, May 17th at 1:00 p.m. at Gloria Dei.  

òThese children are the kingdomõs pride 

and joyó  Luke 18:15 

 It is with great joy and thankfulness that 

I accept the position of Director of Youth 

Education.  Children have so much to teach 

us, and we have so much to teach them.  It is 

my hope that you will join me in teaching our 

children about the wondrous journey of 

knowing our Blessed Father, experiencing 

Jesus in our lives and becoming the trusting 

disciples that the Holy Spirit empowers us all 

to be.   

 In this role I have been charged with 

these responsibilities:  

Develop vision and goals for Gloria Dei 

Youth Education Ministry ñ3 yr old to HS 

Acquire and adapt educational material/

curriculum  

Recruit and train teachers, adult youth 

leaders and peer leaders  

Publicize activities through bulletin, 

newsletter, web page and other media  

Report to Pastor of Discipleship and church 

council on a monthly basis  

Coordinate our participation at Sugar 

Creek Bible Camp  

Attend workshops/seminars related to 

Christian youth education  

YOUTH EDUCATION DIRECTOR  

 I will be working approximately 20 

hours a week and plan to keep normal 

business hours at the church on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays, Sunday mornings and others 

as needed by special programming.  My 

office is located at the end of the main 

administrative hallway.  Please feel free to 

stop in anytime to share thoughts, ideas and 

concerns.  Watch the Youth board in the main 

Narthex area for news and updates, as well as 

the newsletter Youth Page.  We have all been 

blessed with so much, we are encouraged to 

share those gifts of time and talent.  Please 

join me in teaching our children well.  Thank 

you for your support.  

 

Godõs Peace Be with You! 

Cyndy Hall  

GDEducation@charter.net  



DEI TO DAY  

A PAGE JUST FOR 

YOUTH & THEIR 

PARENTS 

DATES TO 

REMEMBER! 

Come Away!! 

Get a Sneak Peak-if you 

have never been to Sugar 

Creek Bible Camp, or 

would like to see the new 

additions to camp, Visit 

on May 8 & 9 ! Just $40 

To register go to 

Sugarcreekbiblecamp.org!  
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May 2  

All Night Madness  
8pm-Midnight  

Tomah Rec. Park 
May 8 - 9 

Sneak Peak at  
Sugar Creek  

May 15  

Lock In -6th -8th gr.  
May 29  

Camp out-Sleep over  
See bulletin board for 

details  
Looking Ahead ñ 

July 12 - 17  

Confirmation Camp 
July 16  

Explorer Day    Camp 
Aug. 2 - 6  

VBS 

Youth  PageYouth  PageYouth  Page   

Gloria Dei is registered for 

Explorer Day Camp on 

Thursday, July 16 th . Day 

camp is for children in 

first through fifth grade. 

The cost is $15 per child. 

We also need adults to 

drive the children to and 

from Sugar Creek. There is 

no cost for adults. Look for 

a signðup sheet on the 

youth bulletin board.  Come 

enjoy a taste of camp.  

Sugar Creek brochures & registration forms are in 

the Narthex and online at  

Singing Schedule  

Special Music  

Sunday School  classes Singing for Worship:  

          May 3rd:   8:00 a.m.        3 yr old   - Kindergarten  

    May 3rd:   10:30 a.m.    YouthQuake Kids   at offering  

         May 10th:   10:30 a.m.    1st -3rd Grade   - Offering  

                                                 4th -6th Grade   - Special  

    Music   (ñWho I Amò) 

          May 17th: 8:00 a.m.          1st -3rd Grade   - Offering  

  (Last day of Sunday School)   4th -6th Grade   - Special 

     Music (ñWho I Amò) 

          Wednesday, May 20th   6:30 p.m.        4th -6th Grade  

Sugar Creek 

Bible Camp  

THANK YOU!! From  

The YouthWorks 

Mission team  

A BIG thank you to all of you who 

made our Basket raffle a huge 

success this year!   Thank you if 

you donated a basket,  money 

towards a  basket and of course 

to all of you who bought tickets.  

This years winners were -  

Tool Basket: Jordan Kiel 

Wisconsin Basket: ðNathaniel Dickens 

Fall decorations Basket: ð Emma Ziegler 

Girls fun Basket:  ðRita Burnstad 

Kids fun Basket:  ðJean Mubarak 

Camping supplies: ðHeather Johnson 

Family fun: ð Cheryl  Schuster 

Cooking items:ð Kurt 

Ice Cream sundae goodiesð  Janet Hoag 

Movie funðJennifer Sparks 

Longaberger with candyð Liza Lawerance Sugarcreekbiblecamp.org!  

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.stthomasmtc.org/SundaySchool/images/Sunday%2520School.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.stthomasmtc.org/SundaySchool/index.htm&usg=__9JqzJ7kdOYDn7LMcE8S-my6_FLU=&h=900&w=934&sz=101&hl=en&start=125&um=1&tbnid=NGVxMERxHY


National Youth Gathering is quickly approaching and 

we are busy making preparations in our hearts, minds 

and bodies.  We have a meeting at Sugar Creek on 

Saturday May 16th with all the other people going to 

the gathering from our synod.  Watch the bulletin 

board and e -mail for upcoming details.  

 

Youth Works Mission Group  

As we continue to plan our Mission Trip   we ask that 

you keep us in your prayers.   We will be leaving July 

18th for The Ozark Mountains, staying in Booneville 

AK and will return to Tomah July 26.  
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Vacation Bible School  

Before you know it, summer 

will be here and so will 

Vacation Bible School!  

Confirmation  
Confirmation sessions are finished for the 

year, but all students should continue 

working on requirements for confirmation. 

Sermon notes, faith projects, service hours!  

Our theme this year is Crocodile 

Dock. Join Jacques le Croc, 

Tucker, Belle, and the rest of 

the group as we learn about God 

and what He does for us.  

We are trying something a little 

different this year. VBS will 

take place at night from 5:30 

p.m. ð8:30p.m. starting Sunday, 

August 2 nd through Thursday, 

August 6 th  at the First United 

Methodist Church.  

Mark your calendars now and 

turn in the registration form 

found at the end of the 

newsletter.  

NYG & Mission Trip 

Attention 7th Graders!  

Have you signed up for Confirmation Camp??  

July 12 - 17, 2009  

All Night Madness- 

Tomah Recreation Park - 

May 2nd  

8pm -Midnight  

Sponsored by Common Ground  

Yout h  Out reach  Min ist r ies 

Three Bands  

Lightswitch  

Sonic Demolition  

Last Chance Standing  

Bike and Skate Show  

Wi-Fly St unt  Team 
Tickets $15  

Charge by phone at 608 -372-2165 

mobilyouth@hotmail.com  

Win a guitar! With each non -perishable 
food item you bring you will receive a raffle 

ticket!  

Guitar From Barry Clark Music  

AUGUST 2-AUGUST 6 

We will also be 

looking for 

leaders and 

helpers. Get the 

whole family 

involved! If 

interested please 

call Tammy Heuse 

or Cyndy Hall.  
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FROM COMMITTEES AND GROUPS  

 I 

need to 

update my 

T h a n k 

Youõs.  Last month for our 

Haiti presentation, Roger 

Kerr and Pastor Rice had 

health issues, so Pastor 

Dave and Barb Enos, Dennis 

and Donna Simonson gave 

the presentation.  Thank you 

for a job well done and 

thanks to all who attended.  I 

thank God for you!  

 This month on April 

23 weõre having a potluck at 

noon.  We welcome Rich 

King from the Necedah 

National Wildlife Refuge to 

give us an update on the 

happenings at the refuge 

and a foretaste of what weõll 

see in June if we go on our 

bus tour.  Thank you all for 

coming.  So much for old 

news. 

 Now for upcoming 

events.  On May 21st , (note 

date change), it will be one 

week earlier as some of you 

may have plans for the last 

week of May.  Our potluck 

will be at noon and our 

featured speaker will be our 

mayor Ed Thompson.  He 

will highlight city events 

and happenings in Tomah.  

He has a limited time to be 

with us.  So if you have any 

 A few years ago, the 

Social Concerns Committee 

had a program in which we 

were asked to pray for our 

youth.  It was an opportunity 

for our congregation to 

ELDERBERRIES  

ASK 

(Adults Saving Kids)  

encourage and pray for our 

youth, so these young people 

will grow in their relationship 

with Jesus Christ to live safe, 

healthy lives.  

 ASKõs mission is to 

prevent commercial sexual 

exploitation of our youth.  In 

todayõs culture, our youth are 

exposed to sex very early 

through the media, and there 

are many opportunities to be 

drawn into the exploitation of 

this gift by another person 

when the youth is showing 

signs of vulnerability and 

weakness. 

 We believe that the 

church should be a safe haven 

for our youth, and that they 

should be supported and 

prayed for during these 

formative years.  Prevention 

needs to take place through 

awareness building by 

parents and the church 

leaders, and the shield of 

prayer.  

 Members of the Social 

Concerns Committee will be 

in the narthex this month with 

names of our youth for whom 

you can pray.  This can be a 

small but very worthwhile 

mission for you.  We hope 

each one of our youth will be 

supported with prayer in their 

very vulnerable years.  

questions on items of concern, 

please have them ready to 

ask.   

 

 Donõt forget to sign up 

for the  June 25th bus trip to 

Necedah Refuge.  Area 

churches have been sent an 

invitation to join us.  The 

charge is $10.00 per person 

(to help pay for the bus).  If 

we donõt have enough people 

youõll be notified.  Watch the 

June newsletter for further 

info or call me at 372 -2238.  I 

hope to know by our May 

meeting if we are going.  

Monies will be collected the 

day of the trip.   

God Bless all of you.  

Mavis 
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FROM COMMITTEES AND GROUPS  

 Thank you for all the 

individuals that helped with 

the "Million Dollar Man" Ted 

DiBiase weekend! It was a 

great success! Ted said he 

enjoyed his stay in Tomah 

and felt very welcomed. He 

enjoyed speaking at Gloria 

Dei and the other locations. 

Many commented that his 

Christ centered message 

was very refreshing.   I 

would especially like to 

thank the team leaders that 

helped with the effort: Bob 

and Eileen Kersten, Mark 

and Wanda Oelke, Laura 

Bishop,  Steve Weaver, 

Steve Stoczynski, Lisa 

McCormick, Dave Olson, 

Jan Starr, Deb Rice & the 

Praise Team and to  Brent 

and Pat Sherry for opening 

their home to Ted and the 

team for dinner Sunday 

night.   Also a BIG thank you 

to everyone that helped 

these individuals on their 

teams and for those that 

attended the events. And 

finally a very special thank 

you to Trina Bakken, Kathy 

Steinmetz, Bob & Sherry 

Lamb, and Pastor Bill & 

Pastor Dave for helping with 

this event and "thinking 

outside the box".    

Lenny Bakken 

 The Care Cabinet/Care 

Ministers are invited to  enjoy 

an Appreciation  Luncheon 

Tuesday, May 5, 2009 at 12 

o'clock noon in the  Heritage 

Room. An entree and 

beverages  will be provided, 

however if you'd like to bring a 

dish to pass you will not be 

discouraged from doing 

so!   Following the social, the 

Care Cabinet will meet for our 

regular monthly meeting at 

1:00 p.m.   

TED DIBIASE 

EVENT  

Friends and Family are 

invited to an 80th Birthday 

Celebration in honor of Don 

McClelland, given by his 

children.  

Open House at Gloria Dei on 

Sunday, May 24th, 2009 from 

12:30-4:00 p.m.   

No gifts, please.  

 

80th Birthday 

Celebration  

 Coffee hour during the 

summer will follow the 9:00 

worship service. This is a 

great time to 

help with a 

coffee hour 

b e c a u s e 

e v e r y t h i n g 

will be at 

church. You 

will not need 

to stop at 

Burnstads to 

pick anything 

up. We will have cookies, 

coffee, and juice at the 

church. You will set up, make 

the coffee, serve and clean 

up. If there are any groups 

interested in making some 

money, please let Kari know 

and we will have some 

"special" coffee hours in the 

summer. Any confirmation 

kids that need to make some 

money for a special cause for 

their faith project, this is a 

g r e a t  t i m e !  

 Check out the bulletin 

board soon and pick out   your 

dates before someone else 

gets them! Remember this:   If 

you enjoy drinking and eating 

at coffee hour, give some of 

your time to help make it a 

s u c c e s s .  

 Talk to Kari if you have 

any questions about this 

ministry.  

COFFEE HOUR  CARE CABINET 

APPRECIATION 

LUNCHEON  



 Graduating seniors 

will be honored at both 

worship services on Sunday, 

May 3rd and at Coffee Hour 

between services.   

Congratulations from your 

Family in Christ at  

Gloria Dei  
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FROM COMMITTEES AND GROUPS  

 I am writing this 

article just days before the 

Berryõs, Wanda, and I leave 

for Peru. We are very 

excited about our travels in 

which we will get to meet 

the children and staff of 

Compassion in Peru. We 

will be singing, playing and 

sharing our faith with the 

children. On two days, we 

will be cleaning and 

painting at two community 

projects as well as spending 

time with the children. The 

best part of our trip of 

course, will be the day we 

will meet our sponsor 

children. On this day, we 

will also get to spend time 

with Sandra our LDP 

student. I am very excited to 

meet her and tell her all 

about Gloria Dei. On May 

17, we will once again be 

celebrating Compassion 

Sunday. If you have been 

considering sponsoring a 

child through Compassion 

this is the day to do it. I am 

extending an invitation to 

everyone to join us either 

between the services or 

after the second service for 

our monthly potluck to hear 

about our travels to Peru, 

but more importantly our 

visit with Sandra.   

    

 I  want  to  thank 

everyone who has given 

money towards the ELCA 

water project. We were 

looking to raise $2500 dollars 

and to date we have raised 

over $3000+. Once again, the 

generosity of Gloria Dei shines 

bright.    

 Thank-You to everyone 

who helped make our Maundy 

Thursday Service a huge 

success. It is a very special 

service as we are able to bring 

our nursing home members to 

church for the service and 

fellowship afterwards.  

 We are looking for 

people who would be 

interested in becoming New 

Member Shepherds. We would 

like these Shepherds to help 

the new members feel 

welcome into the community of 

Gloria Dei. If you are 

interested, please sign up in 

the Narthex or see Donna 

Berry or me.       

Mission Ministry Team   

 We have started our 

mission basket Sundays 

again. Every 3 rd  Sunday will 

be Mission Sunday. Mayõs 

mission basket will be for 

Common Ground.   

 Do not forget to set 

aside the first Sunday of June, 

as we will be having the 

Annual Church Picnic at the 

point in Winnebago Park. Join 

us for worship, food, and 

fellowship on June 7.   

 If you want  to join the 

mission team or have ideas 

for some mission work we can 

do please join us at our next 

meeting on May 18.   

           

Yours in Christ,   

Mark Oelke  

SENIOR SUNDAY  



 Just a reminder to call 

the church office if someone 

you know is in need of a 

phone call or visit from one of 

the Pastors, the Care Ministry 

Team, or would like the 

Prayer Chain to pray for them.  

 Due to privacy laws, 

hospitals do not tell us if a 

member is hospitalized.   

 Please check the Lost & 

Found Basket above the coat 

racks.  There are a few 

treasures left from the winter!  

 A big Thank You to 

Martie Guthrie for making 

more òQuiet Bagsó for the 

children to use during 

services.   

 Pastor Pete will no 

longer be serving as our 

Visitation Pastor.  Please join 

us in thanking him for his 

service to Gloria Dei with a 

special Coffee hour in his 

honor between services, 

Sunday, May 10th.   

 Pastor Pete will also be 

preaching at both services 

that day.   Godõs blessings to 

Pete and his wife, Pat.   
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FROM COMMITTEES AND GROUPS  

 The Haiti Mission 

Group is planning its Spring 

Rummage Sale for Friday and 

Saturday, May 29 ð 30.  The 

large sale will be held at 

Glor ia  Dei 

L u t h e r a n 

Church at 310 

W. Elizabeth 

S t r e e t  i n 

Tomah.  In addition to a great 

sale, lunch will be served 

and a bake sale held.  The 

hours of the sale on both 

days are 8 a.m. ð 4:00 p.m. 

 Donations for the sale 

will be accepted starting 

Tuesday, May 26.  If you 

need assistance getting large 

items to the church, please 

call Roger Kerr at 372 -9508 

or Gloria Dei at 372 -4758. 

 During the last couple 

of years, the outdoor areas 

around the church have been 

u p d a t e d  w i t h  n e w 

landscaping from the òGifts 

and Memorialsó fund.  The 

committee is now looking for 

i n d i v i d u a l s 

interested in 

keeping the 

new plantings 

and flowers 

looking their 

best.  We would 

like to get a 

g r o u p  o f 

p e o p l e 

together to 

mulch, weed, 

trim bushes and 

w a t e r .  

Sometime in May we are 

planning to get together to 

work on this project and also 

sign up for watering during 

the summer.  Please call the 

church office or Paula Laugen 

at 372-3557 if youõre willing 

to lend a hand.  Thanks to all 

those who have assisted in 

the past with the landscaping  

- itõs growing beautifully!!! 

HAITI RUMMAGE 

SALE 

FROM THE OFFICE  

PASTOR PETE 

FAREWELL  

LANDSCAPING 

PROJECTS 


