
A NEWSLETTER FOR MEM BERS AND FRIENDS OF GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH  

T h e  d e a d l i n e  f o r 

submitting articles for the 

Dei To Day  newsletter is 

normally the 20th of the 

month.  This date may be 

changed based on 

holidays (etc). The 

deadline for articles being 

submitted for Julyõs  

Newsletter is  June 19th. 

All articles are subject to 

editing by the pastors and 

office staff. 

 The Annual Gloria 

Dei Outdoor Worship 

Service at Winnebago 

Park, will be held on 

Sunday, June 7th at 11:00 

a.m.  The picnic begins at 

noon.  Roast pig will be 

provided.  You may bring a 

dish to pass (if you can) 

and your lawn chairs.  We 

will also have the 9:00 a.m. 

worship 

serv ice 

at the 

church.  

S o , 

p l e a s e 

a t t e n d 

either service offered, then 

join us for the picnic at 

noon! 

Our Summer Worship Schedule from Memorial Day 

weekend through Labor Day weekend, is as follows:  

     Wednesday    6:30 p.m. 

     Saturday (Contemporary)  5:00 p.m. 

     Sunday (Traditional)   9:00 a.m. 

Communion will be offered the 1st and 3rd Wednesday, 

Saturday and Sunday of each month.   
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 I t õ s 

that time 

a g a i n !  

Tractor Pull 

is June 26-28.  

S ign  up 

sheets for working at 

Gloria Deiõs òHunger 

Havenó food stand are in 

the Narthex.  Shifts are only 

3 hours long and you can 

pick between kitchen help, 

counter help or cashier.  

(Kids are welcome to help 

on the counter.)  Donõt miss 

out on the fun & fellowship 

at Hunger Haven.  If you 

have any questions, 

contact Kari Curran at 372 -

3434. 
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WELCA CIRCLE SCHEDULE  

FROM COMMITTEES AND GROUPS  

Rebekah -Ruth Circle - will meet Monday, June 1st at 9:00 a.m. Miriam Circle - will meet 

Thursday, June 4th at 1:30 p.m. at the home of Donna Melby.  Esther -Rachel Circle   - will meet 

Thursday, June 11th at 1:00 p.m. at Gloria Dei.  Sarah Circle   - will meet Thursday, June 11th at 

1:00 p.m. at Gloria Dei.  

 The 22nd annual convention of the La 

Crosse Area Synod Women of the ELCA was 

held at Olivet Lutheran Church in La Crosse 

on Saturday, April 25th.  

 òLiving WaterñWalking Wetó was the 

theme of this convention.  It is part of the 2008 

Triennial Gathering theme, òCome to the 

Watersó.  The theme verse was from John 7, 

òLet anyone who is thirsty come to me and let 

the one who believes in me drinkó. 

 Bishop Jim Arends was the presiding 

minister at the worship service with 

communion.  The keynote speaker was Rev. 

Ron Nowland.  His message òYou Are Mineñ

You Are MineñA River of Life Storyó.  Jesus 

Christ will say you are mine, you have always 

been mine, I claimed you in the waters of 

baptism.   

 Women of the Agape Asian Ministry 

provided special music.   

 New officers elected were president   

Leanne Lutz from Mauston and treasurer Helen 

York from New Lisbon.   

 There were 130 people attending the 

convention with Brenda Wilcox as the Gloria 

Dei delegate.  Others attending from Gloria 

Dei were LuAnn Neibuhr, Flo Lloyd, Annette 

Owen, Jan Prell, and June McGloin.   

 The W-ELCA Motherõs Day Brunch was 

held at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, May 9th.  Over 

100 people enjoyed the brunch and 

decorations provided by the Rebekah -Ruth 

circle.  

 President Brenda Wilcox gave a 

greeting of humorous expressions that 

mothers tell children.  Flo Lloyd gave 

devotions.  

 The Youth Mission group of Elizabeth 

Tessmann, Jane Bishop, Jenna Waddell, Holly 

Rice and Alicia Nofsinger gave a presentation 

and testimony of their past work in 

Minneapolis last summer and their future 

work this summer in Arkansas.   

 We were also happy to have Lisa 

McCormick present the drama group of Catie 

& Cassie Cossette and Kaia & Megan 

McCormick, with a puppet show.  

 Door prizes were distributed.  Pastor 

Dahl closed our program with comments and 

prayer.  Thank you to everyone who made 

this a great time of food, fun, and fellowship!  

 

W-ELCA  
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DATES TO 

REMEMBER! 

Confirmation Kids -  

I f  you have no t 

registered for camp 

please do so quickly!  You 

can go online or mail your 

registration in. Additional 

forms are in the Narthex 

at church.  Remember 

Gloria Dei does offer 

camperships, so fees 

should not be a reason for 

you not going! 

 

 

 

Looking Ahead ñ 
July 12 - 17  

Confirmation Camp 
July 16  

Explorer Day    Camp 
July 18 - 24 

Youth Works Mission 
trip -Boonville, AK 

July 20 - 28 
National Youth 

Gathering -New Orleans  
Aug. 2 - 6  

VBS 

Youth  PageYouth  PageYouth  Page   

Gloria Dei is registered for 

Explorer Day Camp on 

Thursday, July 16 th . Day 

camp is for children in 

first through fifth grade. 

The cost is $15 per child. 

We also need adults to 

drive the children to and 

from Sugar Creek. There is 

no cost for adults. Look for 

a signðup sheet on the 

youth bulletin board.  Come 

enjoy a taste of camp.  

Sugar Creek brochures & registration forms are in 

the Narthex and online at  

Sunday School is over for the year...But 

register for Vacation Bible Schoolé 

Crocodile Dock ð Aug. 2 - 6 

New this year at 5:30 - 8:30pm!  

Hopefully more families can join us, after work hours!  

This will be a great time for parents and kids to study the 

bible and have some fun together. We will be having a 

picnic dinner each evening before VBS, from 4:45 -5:30, 

this should enable families to make this an integral part of 

their summer study, relieve the time crunch of dinner 

hour, fun time, and bed time!   

JOIN US!!!  

Sugar Creek 

Bible Camp  

Faith  

Inkubators  

Take an 

opportunity to 

become a closer 

family ñ 

In Just five minutes 

every evening  

Want to learn more? 

On July 14th, Rev. Rich 

Melheim will be speaking 
in La Crosse at Our 

Redeemerôs church.  In an 

hour and a half 
presentation, he will share 

five simple steps to help 

your family stay together 
during tough times and to 

grow through good times. 

Itôll be 1/2 standup 

comedy, 1/2 practical 

parenting advice but 100% 

Just plain fun! 

If we can get enough 
interest, we will rent a bus 

to add to the fun! Sign up 

and see more info on the 
youth and family board in 

the narthex or visit 

www.faithink.com Sugarcreekbiblecamp.org!  

Din
ner 

and  

A L
esson  

Join
 U

S! 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.stthomasmtc.org/SundaySchool/images/Sunday%2520School.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.stthomasmtc.org/SundaySchool/index.htm&usg=__9JqzJ7kdOYDn7LMcE8S-my6_FLU=&h=900&w=934&sz=101&hl=en&start=125&um=1&tbnid=NGVxMERxHY


What a blessing our church community has in the youth members  and their chaperones that are 
traveling this summer to grow their understanding of their roles as Jesusô disciples. The final 
preparations will be taking place during this month.  

 

Our hearts, minds, and  hands will be busy assembling the necessary tools to make these trips 
rewarding and successful.  Please keep us in your prayers as we travel. 

Youth Works Mission -to Boonville, AK ïJuly 18-26 

Natl. Youth Gathering Trip -to New Orleans, LA-July 20-28 

We still have a few fundraisers coming up- 

NYG will be selling programs at the Tractor Pull, and helping out at the fair stand.  

 Please visit this site to see how you can join in our efforts in New Orleans. 

http://archive.elca.org/scriptlib/DS/giving/youthgiving_gift.asp ) 

And the Youth Works team is selling stock, it is never too late to invest! 

We all appreciate the monetary  and spiritual support you have given us, we hope to come back 
moved by the Holy Spirit to continue our mission and service here in our community.   

Page 4 DEI TO DAY 

Thank You to All who helped with this yearõs Sunday School!! 

As the summer approaches, we will begin planning for next year.  

The following dates have been set up to begin compiling a plan for 

the curriculum, please join us, for one or as many as you can!!!  

June 16th, 25th and 30th  6:30 p.m. 

July 2nd, 7th, and 30th  6:30 p.m. 

August 11-13-Intense Compilation Retreat  

Sat. August22 -Teacher Workshop  9-noon 

Sun. August 30 -Teacher Worship together and training ñ9-noon  

Rally Sunday ðSept. 13th!!  

Our goal in re -organizing the 

curriculum is to bring 

accountability to the content we 

are teaching at each level, to 

empower both the teachers and 

parents to teach our children the 

stories, and to increase the level 

of understanding and retention of 

our older students as they enter 

their confirmation years.  

I know you have a million other 

things to do, but please consider 

partnering with me on this. I 

would greatly value your insights, 

critique, and wisdom as we begin 

to redesign our program to build 

stronger Christian kids and 

families!  

NYG & Youth Works 

Mission Trip Events  

http://archive.elca.org/scriptlib/DS/giving/youthgiving_gift.asp
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FROM COMMITTEES AND GROUPS  

 Thank  you  fo r 

attending our May meeting 

with Mayor Thompson.  Do 

hope you had a chance to 

air your views.   

 I look forward to 

seeing those of you who 

signed up for our bus tour of 

the National Wildlife Refuge.  

Itõs not too late to go.  I just 

needed to know if Iõd have 

enough to warrant a bus 

trip.  Monies will be 

collected the day of the trip.  

Iõve confirmed the bus and 

the guide so meet at the 

church at 12:15 p.m.  Weõll 

leave the church at 12:30 

p.m.  Our tour will start at 

1:00 p.m.  - 2:30 p.m.  No 

potluck, but Iõll serve 

dessert when we return to 

church, which should be 

approximately 3:00 p.m.  

Just pray for good weather 

on the 25th of June. May 

God always bless and keep 

you in His care.   

Love to all,  

Mavis 

 You might be a Lutheran iféé. 

é..you forget to put water in the baptismal font but never forget 
to put water in the coffee pot.  

...itõs 110 degrees outside and you still have coffee after services. 

...a midlife crisis means switching from the old hymn book to the 
new one. 

ELDERBERRIES  

 Did you know that 

there is an easy way to give 

an offering to Gloria Dei 

through an automatic bank 

account withdrawal plan 

called "Simply Giving"? 

Through this program you can 

choose a dollar amount to be 

withdrawn periodically as 

part or all of your monthly or 

weekly offering.  

 Many congregation 

members use it because they 

like the ease of knowing that 

they don't have to write out a 

check on Sunday morning 

unless they want to. Also if 

they miss worship one week 

they still know that their tithe 

or offering is taken care of. 

Others choose to have a lower 

dollar amount automatically 

withdrawn each month and 

then they choose to give more 

by writing out a check.   There 

is no wrong way to do it but 

we encourage you to consider 

using "Simply Giving".    

 Please see Kathy in the 

church office to get the forms 

to start the program.  

 A s 

our quilting 

s e s s i o n s 

come to a 

close for 

t h e 

s u m m e r 

months, we 

wish to thank everyone for 

their participation in this 

mission of making quilts.  The 

warmth and comfort they 

bring to those who have so 

very little is reward enough.  

We have such dedicated 

women who serve the Lord in 

this very special way.  Some 

donate tops, bottoms, some 

sew pieces into tops, some 

tie, some bind.  Itõs kind of 

like a quilt itself.  All these 

women work together to 

piece together a quilt and 

every quilt has its own 

beauty, just like the women 

do.  So thank you ladies.  Be 

proud of yourselves because I 

know God is.   

Much thanks and love to all, 

Margaret  

QUILTERS  SIMPLY GIVING  

 **************  

 Pastor Rice will return 

to the office June 11th.  He has 

been on an extended study 

leave and vacation.   
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FROM COMMITTEES AND GROUPS  

 Last month 17 middle 

school youth and 6 

chaperones  a t t ended 

òYouth Quakeó at the 

Wilderness Lodge in the 

Wisconsin Dells.  The theme 

for the weekend was "One - 

One Lord, One Body and 

One Hope". It was  a very 

uplifting experience as we 

listened to the music of 

Captive Free and Eschelon.  

We were all entertained and 

inspired by the words of the 

speaker for the weekend, 

Rev. Bill Younkers of Illinois.  

 We want to thank the 

congregation for supporting 

our fund raising efforts so 

we can attend this annual 

event.  We would also like 

to say òThank Youó to Mark 

and Wanda Oelke for 

providing our pizza for 

Saturday night and to Rick 

and Denise Cox of Rickõs 

Certified Auto for their 

generous donation of  funds 

collected from the pancake 

breakfast held at their place 

of business! 

  We attended treks 

(small meetings) on subjects 

like Pop, Lock and Praise 

(Hip Hop Worship), Mystery 

Session (Question and 

Answers with Echelon), 

Service Projects (Shelter -

River Haven), Helping Youth 

Grow Spiritually and so 

many others.   Pastor Bill 

Younkers was the main 

speaker and the kids really 

enjoyed his fun entrances into 

the room as well as his great 

stories to help share the word 

of God.  

 There were lots of 

games, dances, crazy night 

contests (we won for best 

dressed group - we wore crazy 

Tomah clothes), praise and 

worship and variety show. 

Each night ended with 

campfire (soft music with the 

band Echelon) and family time 

where we could reflect on the 

days events. We talked about 

our highs and lows of the day 

and shared a lesson together.    

 These kids really 

learned this weekend that 

there is so much more than just 

going to church, that you have 

to want to go and serve God. 

Just going through the motions 

of going to church, Sunday 

School, Confirmation, youth 

group, etc because your 

YOUTHQUAKE  

parents "make" you is not 

serving God. They need to do 

things for others, not talk 

about others, to walk away 

from gossip or kids doing 

things wrong, etc.   

 One of the sessions 

reminded us that we as Youth 

Leaders are to plant the seeds 

of God into our Youth as 

babies with Sunday School 

but we also have to nurture 

and take care of our plants/

kids so that they can grow up 

into beautiful f lowers/

Christians.  

 Oh, there was a 

waterpark too, but amazingly 

so, the kids really enjoyed the 

Quake so much the waterpark 

was not a big highlight!  It is 

so wonderful to see these kids 

change from young 6th 

graders to confident 8th 

grade Christians, ready to be 

confirmed in the fall.  

Thank you!     

  

The YouthQuake Chaperones  

FYI:  There are 4 òQuakesó 

held in the Dells and we have 

always attended in April.  

Next year we are considering 

attending one in February to 

avoid several scheduling 

conflicts that have been 

arising.  
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FROM COMMITTEES AND GROUPS  

 I want to start this 

m o n t h  b y  t h a n k i n g 

everyone who donated to 

the ELCA World Water 

Project. Thanks to your 

generosity, we raised $3000 

to help provide water to 

people in need. I would also 

like to add another personal 

thank-you from John, Donna, 

Wanda and myself for the 

support and donations for 

our Compassion trip. I 

guarantee 

there are 

m a n y 

h a p p y 

children in 

P e r u 

because of your giving.  

 As of this writing, we 

had one new chi ld 

s p o n s o r e d  o n  o u r 

Compassion Sunday. If you 

are interested in sponsoring 

a child just see Wanda or 

myself and we can set you 

up with a child to sponsor.  

All Compassion sponsors 

will soon be receiving a 

letter in the mail asking you 

to voluntarily raise your 

sponsorship to $38. You are 

not required to raise your 

sponsorship, but I ask you to 

please consider doing so. I 

know economic times are 

tough so just imagine how 

tough it is for Compassion to 

provide for over 1 million 

children. If you have any 

questions feel free to contact 

me.     

 I wil l  be asking 

members of our Congregation 

to become new member 

shepherds. All we are asking 

these families to do is making 

yourselves available to the 

new members o f  our 

congregation.  It is as simple 

as worshiping with them, 

showing them around the 

church, inviting them to church 

events, just making them in 

general feel at home at Gloria 

Dei. This is something we have 

talked about doing for some 

time now. We used to do this 

years ago and feel it is 

something we want to jump -

start again.   

 As summertime is upon 

us, nothing tastes better than a 

Brat off the grill. The Haiti 

mission team will be back at 

Burnstadõs this summer 

serving up those brats on the 

following dates: June 27, July 

18, August 8, September 12 

and October 3.   

 As always, we are 

always looking for people to 

join our team. Our next 

meeting will be June 15 at 6:30 

pm.     

Yours in Christ   

Mark Oelke  

Mission Ministry Team  

 Do you have questions 

about investing and what has 

been going on in the stock 

market? Do you have 

questions on how to get on a 

household budget? If you do 

then we have the class for 

you! Gloria Dei will be 

hosting a three week 

Financial Class in June. They 

will be held the Sundays of 

June 7, 14, and 21 following 

the 9AM worship service and 

will be held in the Heritage 

Room.    

 The first week we will 

discuss household budgeting 

and short term financial 

planning. The second week 

we will discuss retirement 

planning and longer term 

goals. The third week we will 

discuss maintaining your 

retirement dollars while in 

retirement.    

 All are welcome to any 

or all of these classes. Please 

call the 

c h u r c h 

office at 372

-4758 to 

e x p r e s s 

interest or 

sign up on 

the sign up 

sheet in the 

narthex.  

FINANCIAL 

CLASSES 



 Youth Theatre Group 

will not be meeting for the 

summer but watch the 

newsletter in the fall for when 

we will start back up with 

Clown Ministry and more 

puppets! Thank you to Catie 

and Cassie Cossette and Kaia 

and Megan McCormick for a 

wonderful puppet show and 

skit at the Mothers Day Tea 

and the Childrenõs Sermon on 

Mothers Day.  
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FROM COMMITTEES AND GROUPS  

 In the past few months these two committees have been 

working together and have merged forces.  

 We have been finishing up the year of Sunday School,  

working on the Sunday school curriculum for next year, 

planning the renovation of the youth room upstairs, planning 

VBS, Explorer Day Camp, lock -ins, & camp outs.  

We invite you to visit the Youth and Family bulletin 

board in the narthex for updates on all of our youth 

activities, photos, sign up sheets and more!  

We are always looking for additional youth and 

parent volunteers for our youth groups. Please feel 

welcome, Join Us!! 

 The Property Ministry Team is 

ready to make improvements, but looking 

for funds to pay for new windows in the 

original office area, Youth room upstairs, 

and several basement windows.  These 

windows are part of the original building 

and are not energy efficient (2 of them 

have cracks).  The cost is approximately 

$6500.  Mark your offering envelope 

òCapital Improvementsó if youõd like to 

donate specifically for this project.   

Parish Education and Youth & Family  

YOUTH THEATRE 

GROUP 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS  SUMMER LAWN 

MOWING  

 If you are able to help 

with lawn mowing around the 

church this summer, please 

sign the sheet on the board in 

the Narthex.  The church 

provides the lawn mower and 

the gas.  See Bob or Sherry if 

you have questions.  They can 

provide you with a key, so you 

can do it when it fits your 

schedule.   

 The Luren Singers will be 

singing at Our Saviorõs Lutheran 

Church in La Crosse, June 4th at 7:00 

p.m.  (Pastor Pete sings with this menõs 

chorus.) They sang at Gloria Dei a 

year ago and will be here again 

November 8th.   

LUREN SINGERS 


