
A NEWSLETTER FOR MEM BERS AND FRIENDS OF GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday.  Our schedule for Ash 

Wednesday, February 25th is as follows:  

 8:00 a.m  Worship/Ashes/Communion                           

 8:30 a.m. Light Breakfast    

 4:30 p.m. Soup Supper (Compassion)   

      5:00 p.m. 6th Grade Confirmation                              

 6:30 p.m. Worship/Ashes/Communion  

No 7th/8th Grade Confirmation  

 What would you do if 

you knew you had only 

thirty days left to live?  

Pastors Kerry and Chris 

Shook challenged their 

congregation to consider 

this.  They saw people make 

changes in their lives, re -

evaluate their values, and 

really live more abundantly 

than they had before.  It was 

such a powerful event at 

their church that they wrote 

a book that can guide 

anyone through this time.  

 This will be our 

challenge during Lent.  It is 

the tradition in Lutheran 

churches for Lent to be a 

time of serious self -

examination.  We are asked 

to look deeply and honestly 

into our lives to see where 

we need to confess sin and 
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NEWSLETTER 

SUBMISSION 

AND DEADLINE  

The  dead l i ne  f o r 

submitting articles for the 

Dei To Day  newsletter is 

normally the 20th of the 

month.  This date may be 

changed based on 

holidays (etc). The 

deadline for articles 

being submitted for 

Marchõs  Newsletter is  

February 20th.  All 

articles are subject to 

editing by the pastors and 

office staff. 

INSIDE THIS 

ISSUE: 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

ask Godõs forgiveness and 

help in living more 

according to His Word.  

What better way to do this 

than to face the reality that 

we all have a time limit 

here.  It may not be thirty 

days, but there is an end to 

earthly life for everyone.  

Shouldnõt we be living with 

that awareness all the time?  

Should we be living in the 

way that brings us the life 

our God wants us to have? 

 Lent begins on 

February 25.  Weõll be a 

little loose with the precise 

30 days, but the sermons on 

Wednesday night and 

Sunday mornings will help 

us examine our lives and 

encourage us to do those 

things that will leave us with 

few or no regrets.  

LENTEN STUDY  



 

Page 2 

VOLUME 8, ISSUE 2    

WELCA CIRCLE SCHEDULE  

FROM COMMITTEES AND GROUPS  

Rebekah -Ruth Circle - will meet Monday, February 2nd at 9:00 a.m. at the home of Maila 

Kuhn.  Miriam Circle - will meet Thursday, February 5th at 1:30 p.m. at Gloria Dei (kitchen). 

Gloria Aarness will hostess.  Esther -Rachel Circle   - will meet Thursday, February 12th, 1:00 

p.m. at the church.  Nina Kimpton will hostess.   Sarah Circle   - will meet Thursday, January 

8th at 1:00 p.m. at the church.  

 The Women of the ELCA  Advent Tea 

was held on Sunday, December 7, 2008 at 

2:00 p.m.  Sandi Holly of the Rebekah -Ruth 

Circle welcomed the guests.  òHappy 

Birthday Jesusó was played out spectacularly 

by Dan Kirschbaum who, as Jesus, wondered 

why all these people didnõt even invite Him, 

Jesus, to their party.  Lisa Kirschbaum and 

Diane Waddell pantomimed the party -goers 

and Seth Waddell played Santa.  The little 

children were Maggie, Libby, and Dot Dahl.  

òJesusó found an elderly person, played by 

Kirsten Kirschbaum, on the church steps.  

She was from the poorer side of town and 

therefore, not good enough to be a member 

of that church.  So, Jesus plans his own party 

with room for everyone, but we have to 

answer the invitation to reserve our place in 

His great big Guest Book!  

 Devotions on the origin of òO Little 

Town of Bethlehemó were given by Flo 

Lloyd.     

 Scott Wilcox provided beautiful music 

for us and also led us in singing some 

favorite Christmas music.    

 Pastor Dahl installed the W -ELCA 

officers for the coming year.  President 

Brenda Wilcox, Vie -President Diane Nelson, 

Secretary Deb Rice, and Treasurer Gloria 

Aarness. 

 The Advent Tea was hosted by the 

Rebekah-Ruth Circle.  

WOMEN OF THE ELCA NEWS  

Faith in Action  

 Thank you to the Church Council, 

Pastor Rice and Kathy for the wonderful 

donation of printing and  bulk mailing the 

Faith In Action newsletter!   We appreciate 

the use of your equipment and supplies to 

make this task  less costly to our 

program.   Faith In Action is blessed to have 

the continuous support of the Gloria Dei 

c o n g r e g a t i o n .   T h a n k  y o u !  

 

 I want to thank everyone for the 

prayers and good health wishes for me while 

I was in the hospital and Close to Home.  It all 

helped for a quick recovery.  

 Thelma Sjolander  

 

 A thank you to friends who helped me 

during and after surgery.  Irene Prell who 

took care of me in her home, Lou Ann & Lucy 

who visited me, Pastors Bill and Dave in card 

and prayers at 

church and those 

by phone.  Thank 

you for your help 

in many ways.  I 

sincerely Thank 

You! 

Jan Holloway 

THANK YOU  
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FROM COMMITTEES AND GROUPS  

Plans for the Million 

Dollar Man appearance 

begin to unfold  

  Last month we 

announced that former pro 

wrestler turned Christian 

Evangelist, "The Million 

Dollar Man" Ted DiBiase, 

will be coming to Tomah 

the weekend of April 17 -

19.  We've had a few 

meetings to discuss what 

p l a n s  w e  h a v e 

for  his weekend with us. 

We will be keeping Ted 

quite busy as  he will be 

speaking at the Black River 

Falls Prison, both  Gloria 

Dei church services, as 

well as a few other speaking 

engagements between Gloria 

Dei and other local churches. 

We are going to begin 

promot ing th is  event 

throughout the community 

very soon.  

 We have several teams 

in place to help facilitate this 

weekend. The Crusade 

Coordinator is Lenny Bakken. 

Prayer Team leader is Bob 

K e r s t e n . 

Promotions  Team leader is 

Mark Oelke. Greeter/Usher/

Alter  Call team leader is 

Dave Olson. Meal Team 

l e a d e r  i s  L i s a 

McCormick.  Follow -up team 

 The following 5th 

grade s tudents have 

received instruction in Holy 

Communion over the past 

few weeks, and will receive 

their First Communion on 

Sunday, February 15th 

dur ing both worship 

services.  

 

Caitlin Cossette  

Cassandra Cossette 

Kailynn Cox  

STEWARDSHIP  

Nathaniel Dickens  

Maren Francis  

Jamie Gaarder  

Kirsten Kirschbaum  

Tanner Lambert  

Blake Larsen 

McKenzie Linenberg  

Lee Pedersen 

Collin Samson 

Austin Steinmetz 

Laura Wilcox  

Adrian Gebhardt  

FIRST COMMUNION CLASS  

leader is Jan Starr. 

  If you are interested in 

learning more about these 

teams or being on a team 

please call the church office 

or one of the team 

leaders.  Keep an eye on the 

b u l l e t i n  f o r  o u r 

meeting  dates. You are 

always welcome to attend 

the planning meetings as we 

prepare for this great 

weekend!  We believe that 

Ted's appearance and 

p o w e r f u l  m e s s a g e 

will  potentially change 

some lives through the work 

of the Holy Spirit. God Bless!  
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DEI -LY NEWS 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE  

February 2009  

      8:00 AM                         10:30 AM  

DATE        ACOLYTE                  COMMUNION         ACOLYTE         COMMUNION   

Feb. 1       Ellie Curran     Jeannalyn Schindler   Kassy Cox           Megan Kincannon  

Feb. 8       Caroleena Oelke                    Mackaylen Larsen     

Feb. 15     Sarah Dvorak         Josh Brown          Marissa Pieper   Kyle VonHaden  

Feb. 22      Mickey Murray            Daniel Kirschbaum  

 

March 1     Rachel Tillman        Austin Miller      Matthew Dietzman      Julie Rutlin 

March 8     Nicole Rezin       Alexis Cox  

March 15    Mallory Barrix     Jeannalyn Schindler    Kollin Kroener   Kally Kroener  

NURSERY SCHEDULE 

The Nursery is open Sundays, 7:45 a.m. to 

11:45 a.m. for children age 5 and below. 

Children must be checked in by a parent.  

Nursery workers schedule:  

Feb. 1 - Jen Rice & Brenda Kroener 

Feb. 8 - Katie Stoczynski & Dee Ann Jensen 

Feb. 15 - Mandy Brieske & Brenda Kroener  

Feb. 22 - Katie Stoczynski & Brenda Kroener  

Nancy VanderMeer & Dave Hall  

For Sound System 

 

In memory of Kathryn Groothius 

Vic & Rita Burnstad 

LouAnn & Bob Niebuhr  

Janice & John Capper 

Tom & Jackie Flock 

Ralph & Betty Cox 

Harold & Helen Knutson  

Dan & Janet Hoag 

Darryl & Bonnie Urban  

 

In memory of Robert E. Sonnenburg 

Brenda Sonnenburg  

 

In memory of Jenny Heding 

Carl & Deb Johnson 

Arlys Steele  

Jim & Lisa Stefanski 

GIFTS & MEMORIALS  

BAPTISM  

Tyler Dean Boettcher, son of 

Travis & Shannon Boettcher, 

was baptized Sunday, 

January 25th.  Welcome to 

the Gloria Dei Family!  



DEI -LY NEWS 

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS  

Please take the time to 

visit our friends  who are 

not fortunate enough to 

join us for worship on 

Sundays.  Also include 

them in your daily 

prayers.  

Tomah Care Center         

Leola Griffin  

Venita Hanson   

Susan Kammerer                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Cranberry Court                          

Zona Shisler     

Irene Oftedahl     

             

Close to Home                         

Bernice Girouard                                                                                                  

Marceda Hansen                 

Harold Rinek  

 

Touch of Home                       

Eva Petska                                                                      

Ann Rinek  

Morrow Home, Sparta                   

Violet Hancock   

Loretta Jackson                                                       

Verda Matthews                                                                

                                          

Applewood Sr. Homes  

Ethel Lamb                             

2900 S. Mooreland Road 

New Berlin, WI 53151  

 

Golden Living Center -

Linden                                        

Edith Nelson                                                           

105 West Linden Street                       

Stillwater, MN  55082  

Lakeview Health Center  

Harold Knutson  

902 Garland St. East 

West Salem, WI  54669 

At their own homes                                             

Beverly Balliett                                                                          

Celia Eckelberg                                                                                                                                                                             

Paula Gordon                  

Roselyn Johnson                  

Anna Rodefer    

Gladys Hanson 

Bill & Doris Rabe  

Louise Granger  

Delores Waege                 

Jerry Koeck           

FINANCES  
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Income & Expenses for          

December 2008  

Income:       $   40,249.59  

YTD Income     $ 352,029.78 

Expenses      $   30,889.33 

YTD Expenses  $ 378,830.16 

 Food Pantry Sunday is 

the first Sunday of each 

month, but you may give at 

any time.  Please place food 

items in the shopping cart in 

the Narthex.  During the 

month of December 128 

pounds of food items were 

donated.   

 Thank you to Beth 

Stuart and Bob & Sherry 

Lamb for taking the food 

pantry items from Gloria Dei 

to the Food Pantry.  

FOOD PANTRY  

 Altar Guild will have a 

meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

Monday, February 9th in the 

kitchen.  Weõll polish silver 

during that time also.  If 

youõre new to Altar Guild 

and have some questions or 

if youõve been serving on 

Altar Guild for awhile and 

would like a review ñor if 

you can just help polish ñ

weõd love to have you.   

 Altar Guild volunteers 

for the month of February 

are Glenna Rice, Laurie 

Stutzman, Pat Sherry, Donna 

Berry. These volunteers are 

responsible for setting up 

and cleaning up communion 

for February 1st and 15th.  

ALTAR GUILD  

Hagen Network  

 Worship services will 

be seen on Charter Cable 

Channel 96 if you have Basic 

Cable, Channel 983 if you 

have a Cable Box.   



Not  



through the camp 

and indicate that they 

are with the Gloria 

Dei group.  This is for 

all 7 th graders and 

any 8th graders who 

did not attend last 

year.    

Total cost of camp is 

$300.  Gloria Dei will 

pay $100 of this cost.  

Please send in a 

deposit of $50 with 

your registration.  

Your final payment 
Bring a friend and 

have some winter fun 

at Sugar Creek!  

Feb. 15  

    March 11  

1:00 p.m.  - 5:00 p.m. 

$3.00 per person    

We will have the 

downhill tubes and if 

you want to ice skate 

b r i ng  you r  own 

skates.    We will serve a 

lunch about 2:30 

p.m.     HOT DOGS, 

CHILI, BARS, ETC.       

DEI TO DAY  

A NEWSLETTER FOR 

MEMBERS AND 

FRIENDS OF GLORIA 

DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH  

 

We Want YOU To Go to 
Confirmation Camp!!!  

Confirmation Camp 

this year will be the 

week of July 12-17.  

Parents should register 

their children directly 

will be $150 due 

May 15th.  

As always, if 

additional money is 

needed by a family 

for a child or 

children to attend 

camp, please speak 

with one of the 

pastors.  We have 

funds available for 

this.  Cost should 

never be a reason 

that a child doesn't 

go to camp!   

SUGAR 

CREEK  

WINTER FUN 

6th Grade Sunday School class will 

be visiting Lighthouse Assembly of 

God Sunday, February 8th and E 

Free Church on Sunday, February 

15th.  Parents are welcome to 

attend.  Students will return to the 

church to be picked up at 11:45 

a.m. both days.  Call Mark Oelke 

(608-463-7406) if you have 

questions.  

6th Grade Confirmation classes 

begin Wednesday, February 

21st from 5:00  - 6:00 p.m.  Class 

will meet weekly through April 

22nd (Except April 8th.)    

6th Grade Sunday School & Confirmation  

Sugar Creek brochures & registrations forms are in the Narthex and 

online at www.sugarcreekbiblecamp.org  
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YOUTH FOOD DRIVE  

Middle School Youth will be 

doing a special food drive 

from now until February 1st. 

On Feb. 1, the Middle School 

Youth will be going to the 

local food pantry, Neighbor to 

Neighbor, for a tour, help put 

items on shelves and also 

learn how we can help the 

food pantry out in the future. 

W e  a r e  a s k i n g  t h e 

congregation to help us 

by  bringing in your canned 

goods to help out the middle 

 

 

school youth. We will take 

these donations with us when 

we go on our tour. We plan to 

leave right at 4pm, so please 

be on time! Any parents that 

can help with driving will be 

a p p r e c i a t e d .   

  

 

Youth Theatre Group is back 

to meeting weekly following 

the 2nd service. (12:00 p.m.  - 

1:00 p.m. in the music room 

downstairs.) We will be 

working with puppets and 

putting together some puppet 

shows to be used in the future 

as children's sermons in our 

church. Hope to see you there!  

YOUTH THEATRE 

GROUP 
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GREETINGS FROM PASTOR BILL  

because it cost God the life of his Son, òye 

were bought at a price,ó and what has cost 

God much cannot be cheap for us.  Above all 

it is grace because God did not reckon his 

Son too dear a price to pay for our life, but 

delivered him up for us.  Costly grace is the 

Incarnation of God.ó 

 And so we must remember this as we 

prepare for the other major celebration ð the 

Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter).  Between 

Christmas and Easter there is the cross.  

Without the cross Christmas has no 

significance, and without the cross there is 

no Easter. 

 So look at the cross as you enter 

Gloria Dei this Lent.  We are here because of 

it.  The doors are open because of it.  It is the 

reason we walk though those doors and join 

with others as we celebrate the costly gift of 

his grace.    

 

Pastor Bill  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship, New 

York, The MacMillan Company, 1959, p. 48  

Dear friends because of Christé 

 For the past few years weõve had a 

special cross greeting us as we enter the 

church through the òElizabeth Streetó doors 

during Lent.  Many probably know that this 

cross is made (by Dan Hoag) each year from 

our Christmas tree (donated by Eldon 

Flanagan).  Because of the state and 

community polices limiting real Christmas 

trees this will be the last year we can have 

this.  So it is worth taking special note of what 

this means. 

 In the Christmas tree we have one of the 

most common symbols of that special joyous 

season.  It reminds us that all nature is touched 

by the birth of the Christ child.  òJoy to the 

earth, the Savior reigns!  Let all their songs 

employ, While fields and floods, rocks, hills 

and plains Repeat the sounding joyé,ó so we 

sing in the second verse of òJoy to the World.ó  

In Christ God redeems us and brings this 

Good News to His whole creation.  Even the 

trees of the field bear the marks of 

celebration.   

 But Godõs gift is not just shown in the 

life of Christ.  The most powerful proof of His 

love for us is in His suffering and death.  Our 

salvation comes at a price.  As Christians we 

always gather to celebrate grace ð the 

powerful love of God that brings us 

forgiveness.  Grace is from God.  Grace 

comes to us without cost ð a free gift we can 

never earn.  But we dare never think there is 

no price. Godõs Christmas gift will go to the 

cross.  Grace is the most costly thing in the 

universe.  The price is Godõs Son. 

 In one of the most important books of 

this era, The Cost of Discipleship, Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer wrote, òAbove all it is costly 


