
A NEWSLETTER FOR MEM BERS AND FRIENDS OF GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH  

T h e  d e a d l i n e  f o r 

submitting articles for the 

Dei To Day  newsletter is 

normally the 20th of the 

month.  This date may be 

changed based on 

holidays (etc). The 

deadline for articles being 

submitted for Mayõs  

Newsletter is  April 20th.  

All articles are subject to 

editing by the pastors and 

office staff. 

April 5  - Palm Sunday   

 Cantata 

New Member Sunday  

Pancake Breakfast:  7:00 - 10:30 AM  

April 8  - Wednesday  

No Soup Supper - No Worship Service  

April 9  - Maundy Thursday  

10:30 AM - Worship/Communion  

11:30 AM - Light Lunch  

6:30 PM - Living Last Supper/Communion  

April 10  - Good Friday  

1:30 PM - Worship  

6:30 PM - Tenebrae Worship  

April 12  - Easter  

6:00 AM - Sunrise Worship/

Communion  

8:00 AM - Traditional Worship/

Communion  

9:15 AM -  Coffee Hour  

10:30 AM - Contemporary 

Worship/Communion  

 N e w  M e m b e r s  w i l l  b e 

recognized on Palm Sunday, April 5th 

at both services.  We honor our new 

members with red carnations.  Please 

welcome Jesse & Elizabeth Bender, 

Elizabeth Gronewold and children, 

Brock & Whitley, Brenda Gebhardt  and 

son Adrian, Nancy & Ralph Bean, Duane 

& Marilyn Kortbein into the Gloria Dei Family!   
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WELCA CIRCLE SCHEDULE  

FROM COMMITTEES AND GROUPS  

Rebekah -Ruth Circle - will meet Monday, April 6th at 9:00 a.m.   Miriam Circle - will meet 

Thursday, April 2nd at 1:30 p.m. at Gloria Dei (kitchen). Helen Knutson will hostess.  Esther -

Rachel Circle   - will meet Thursday, April 9th at 1:00 p.m. in the Heritage R oom.   Sarah 

Circle   - will meet Thursday, April 9th.  

SAVE THE DATES 

 May 9th, Saturday, the W -

ELCA Motherõs Day Brunch will be 

held at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship 

Hall.  Hosted by Rebekah -Ruth Circle.  

Free will offering will got to 

YouthWorks Mission Trip.  All  the 

church women are invited to also 

bring guests.  Sign up to attend on the 

W-ELCA board.  

 April 21st is the W -ELCA 

General Meeting with a potluck at 

noon.  The Sarah Circle will 

hostess.   Remember, every Gloria 

Dei woman is a member of the 

Women of the ELCA and invited to 

join in the fun and fellowship.  

 April 25th is the La Crosse Synod W -ELCA 

Spring Convention at the Olivet Lutheran church 

on French Island 

in La Crosse.  

Bishop Jim Arends 

will be there with 

the theme of òLet 

the Water Lead to 

Lightó.  Women 

who are interested 

i n  a t t e n d i n g 

should sign up on the sheet on the       W -ELCA 

bulletin board.  

 

 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA NEWS  

 The Quilters would like to thank everyone 

for their generous donations at our coffee hour.  It 

will go towards purchasing the batting for our 

quilts.  We truly 

appreciate it.  God 

Bless! 

 

To All Members: 

 We wish to extend our gratitude to Pastor 

Dahl, Pastor Rice, and to the Gloria Dei 

congregation for the special offering plate set out 

in honor of the A.S./A.P. Cat Shelter on Sunday, 

February 15th. 

 We thank you for recognizing our 

organization and we appreciate your generosity, 

thoughtfulness, and kindness. 

 Sincerely, 

 A.S./A.P. Cat Shelter Staff  

 And, of course, the cats 

 

 The Middle School Youth would like to say 

òThank Youó to all who supported their Soup 

Supper to raise funds for òYouth Quakeó.  Your 

generosity is greatly appreciated!   Special 

òThanksó to Greg Rice, Marcia Amundson, Diane 

Waddell, Heidi Cavaness, and Debbie Johnson 

for sharing their culinary skills and preparing the 

delicious soups!  

 

 Thank You to all of the people who helped 

hang the new whiteboards in the Sunday school 

classrooms. They look great! We appreciate all 

your hard work. Thank you!   

 Parish Education Committee 

THANK YOU  
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FROM COMMITTEES AND GROUPS  

Million Dollar Man Event 

Draws Near!  

 We are now only a few 

weeks away from the highly 

anticipated Million Dollar 

Man event! For those that 

haven't heard, former 

professional wrestler and old 

nemesis of Hulk Hogan, "The 

Million Dollar Man" Ted 

DiBiase, will be coming to 

Tomah the weekend of April 

17-19. He will be speaking at 

various places and sharing 

his personal testimony of how 

Jesus Christ changed his life 

and saved his marriage.  It is 

an incredible story from a 

man who had everything the 

world had to offer, but was 

still filled with emptyness and 

despair. Then he turned to 

Christ and was filled with the 

fullness of the Holy Spirit. He 

now travels the world and 

shares his story in hopes that 

others will also trust in Jesus 

as their Lord and Savior.    

All of the events are open to the 

general public except the Jackson 

County Correctional Institute. 

There is no cost to attend any of 

these events and we encourage 

you to not only attend but also 

invite your friends, relatives, and 

co-workers. Who knows, it just 

may change their lives.   Call 

Lenny Bakken with any questions - 

372-3999. 

STEWARDSHIP  PANCAKE  

BREAKFAST  

 Once 

again the 

M i d d l e 

School Youth 

that will be 

a t t e n d i n g 

Youth Quake 

in the Wisconsin Dells in April 

will be hosting the  Palm 

Sunday Pancake Breakfast on 

April 5 th .  Please come and 

enjoy the  delicious breakfast 

prepared and served by their 

loving hands from 7 a.m. until 

10 a.m.   All proceeds from this 

event will help defray the costs 

of attending the quake!  Thank 

you in advance for supporting 

our youth!  

Here is a schedule of 

appearances fo r  Ted 's 

weekend in Tomah:  

  

Friday, April 17:             

3:00 PM  

Boys and Girls Club, Tomah  

6:00 PM  

Jackson County Correctional 

Institute  

Saturday, April 18:        

8:00 AM  

Church of Nazarene, Tomah 

(breakfast served)  

7:00 PM  

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 

Tomah 

Sunday, April 19:          

8:00 AM &10:30 AM  

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 

(Ted will give sermons)  

12:00 PM  

United Methodist Church, 

Tomah  (lunch served)  

4:00 PM  

YOUTH event 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church  

 Itõs not too late 

to turn in pictures and 

some information of 

graduating seniors 

for the bulletin board.  

Please drop off (or mail) a 

senior picture with a note 

about which school you are 

graduating from and your 

plans after high school.  Weõll 

take care of the rest!  

Graduating Seniors  



 F a i t h  I n  A c t i o n 

Volunteer Appreciation ð 

Thursday, April 2, 2009 

1:00pm at Gloria Dei in the 

Heritage room.  Enjoy a 

program by members of the 

Haiti group, refreshments and 

b a k e d 

goods, and 

door prizes.  

P l e a s e 

RSVP 372-

0939 if you 

plan to 

attend.  
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FROM COMMITTEES AND GROUPS  

 T h a n k  y o u  f o r 

attending our Christmas 

gathering in December.  Our 

food pantry donation was 35 

lbs.  Thank you.  Sorry I 

omitted that in last months 

newsletter.  

 So glad to see all of 

you for our potluck on March 

26th.  We thank Roger Kerr 

for his presentation on the 

Haiti trip.  Pastor Rice and 

Pastor Dahl agreed to add 

comments for which we thank 

them for their added input.  

Most of all, we thank God for 

their safe trip and return and 

a special thanks for the 

support from the community 

to make this possible.  God 

Bless! 

 Our  Ap r i l  23 rd 

meeting will be a potluck at 

noon at church, program 

following.  Our program will 

be presented by Rich King on 

the Necedah National Wild 

Life Refuge.  He will update 

us on the new happenings.  

Iõm tentatively planning a 

school bus tour with step on 

guide to the refuge on June 

25th.  Cost would be 

a p p ro x im a t e l y  $1 0 . 0 0 

depending on the amount of 

people going.  There is room for 

40-42 people.  Weõre not limited 

just to Seniors at Gloria Dei, so if 

you have friends who would like 

to go, that would be great if 

youõre interested.  Please sign 

up on sheet pasted on Senior 

Board in Narthex.  Plans will be 

finalized in May.  Price, time and 

all details will be in the  May 

newsletter. God Bless!  Till we 

meet again.  

Mavis 

ELDERBERRIES  

Upcoming Learning Sessions  

 Thursday, April 23 ð 

Volunteer Training (Snacks & 

Refreshments Provided): New 

volunteers (and volunteers 

interested in a refresher) are 

invited to a volunteer training 

by the Parish Nurses.  Please 

call to pre -register.  The 

training will take place at the 

Faith In Action office from 4:00 -

6:00pm. 

  

 Tuesday, April 28, 

11:00am ðTodd Torkelson will 

present everything we need to 

k n o w  a b o u t  f u n e r a l 

preplanning, costs and provide 

a tour of the Torkelson Funeral 

Home facility.  Pre -registration 

FAITH IN ACTION  

is required by April 20.  Please 

call 372-0939 if you are 

interested in attending or have 

questions.  

  

 Wednesday, May 20, 

11:45am ð (Light Lunch 

Inc luded)  Bra in  Heal th 

presented by Gundersen 

Lutheran at the Morrow Home 

in Sparta.  Are you doing the 

right things to challenge your 

mind, fight off memory loss and 

keep your brain healthy?  Pre -

registration required.  

  

FAITH IN 

ACTION 

VOLUNTEER 

APPRECIATION  
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FROM COMMITTEES AND GROUPS  

 As part of our new 

ministry triad I have been 

asked to lead the Mission 

ministry team. This team will 

consist of the Evangelism 

committee, Social Concerns 

committee, Haiti missions, 

Prayer Shawl ministry, The 

Women Quilters, and Care 

Ministry and more. If you are 

a part of any of these 

ministries, I invite you to 

attend our meetings on the 

3rd  Monday of every month at 

6:30 pm. Even if you are not a 

member and are just 

interested in mission work, 

please come and join us.  

   

 In response to the 

ELCA World Hunger Project, 

we are asking you to Help Fill 

the Well to Drill the Wells. 

We are trying to raise 

$2500.00 dollars to construct 

two community catchment 

systems. 1.8 million Children 

die every year because of 

diseases caused by unclean 

water and 

p o o r 

s a n i t a t i o n . 

That amounts 

to around 5000 

deaths a day. 

We take water 

for granted every day 

because it is so freely given 

to us, so would you please 

consider giving to this 

worthwhile project. If you are 

donating by check, please make 

out the check to Gloria Dei and 

in the memo line please write 

water project.   

 We are also selling Fair 

Trade Chocolate while supplies 

last.    

 We once again will be 

serving a light lunch after the 

Maundy Thursday morning 

service. We are looking for 

drivers to 

help bring 

our members 

who reside in 

the Nursing 

homes to 

church that day. If you can 

drive, please sign up in the 

Narthex. Also if you are coming 

that day to worship and know 

someone who could use a ride 

please give them a call and have 

them join you that day at 

worship.  

 Mission Basket Sundays 

will be starting again the 3 rd  

Sunday in April. Please consider 

donating to the different causes 

we wi l l  be support ing 

throughout the year.   

 Roger Kerr is looking for 

some to help transport all the 

shoes they have collected to 

Indiana. If you can help please 

contact, him at 372-9508. I know 

there will be many happy 

people dancing in all those 

shoes. In addition, the Haiti 

Mission Ministry Team   

Mission team is looking for 

doctors and nurses interested 

in going to Haiti next year. 

Please have them contact 

Roger.   

 Please mark your 

calendars for these up coming 

events. On May 17 th we will be 

ce lebrat ing Compassion 

Sunday with a potluck lunch 

and sharing of John and Donna 

Berryõs and Mark and Wanda 

Oelkeõs trip to visit Sandra and 

other children in Peru.  

 On June 7 we will be 

having our church picnic by the 

lake. If 

you have 

m i s s e d 

this event 

in the 

p a s t , 

consider 

joining us 

this year. All I can say is the pig 

is always awesome. As always, 

if it rains we will have it at the 

church.   

 I know in the beginning 

I said we meet the 3 rd  Monday 

but in April we will have to 

meet on the 2nd Monday as 

Donna and I will be on our way 

to Peru on the 20th.    

 Yours in Christ,  

 Mark Oelke  
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FROM COMMITTEES AND GROUPS  

 T h a n k  Y o u  t o 

everyone who has been 

supporting the group going 

to the National Youth 

Gathering!  We are well on 

our way financially due to 

your awesome support and 

help in all of our projects.  

We would like to share with 

you a few facts about our trip 

to New Orleans in July:  

 1) 36,650 youth and 

adults have registered for the 

2009 ELCA Youth Gathering: 

Jesus Justice Jazz. 

 2 )  B a s e d  o n 

Philippians 2:1 -8, the 2009 

ELCA Youth Gathering will 

look and feel like a servant 

school . 

 3) At the center of the 

Gathering program is a 

deepening of our awareness 

of Godõs call to servanthood , 

and a deepening of  the basic 

Christian practices by which 

we live our baptismal calling 

to servanthood throughout 

life.  

 Our service project 

day will be spent serving one 

of six interest areas that the 

National Youth Gathering staff, 

along with social workers, 

r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e rs ,  a n d 

municipal i ty  heads,  has 

identified as needs in the New 

Orleans community.  We chose 

LITERACY. We will discover 

what is going on in New Orleans 

right now, and join others in 

making literacy a priority for 

children, youth, and adults. 

Literacy projects in New 

Orleans will range from being 

trained and leading one -day 

reading fairs, cleaning up 

libraries, reading at preschools, 

advocating for libraries and 

books in communities of 

poverty, to supporting ESL 

(English as a Second Language) 

programs, and much more.   

Then we will come home to 

learn about the literacy realities 

in your own community, and 

commit to serving those in need 

here.  

NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING  

 Just a reminder to call the 

church office if someone you 

know is in need of a phone call 

or visit from one of the Pastors, 

the Care Ministry Team, or 

would like the Prayer Chain to 

pray for them.   

 Due to privacy laws, 

hospitals do not tell us if a 

member is hospitalized.   

 T h e  F e i n s t e i n 

Challenge continues at the 

Tomah Food Pantry 

through April 30th.     

Basically, the more food 

and/or funds that are 

collected, the more 

foundation money we are 

likely to receive.   

 I t e m s 

that are needed 

at this time are:  

canned fruit, 

canned peas, 

potatoes, or 

mixed vegetables, canned 

stew, spam, meal -in-a-

box, juice, canned pasta 

with meat, rice, cereal, 

pancake mix, maple 

syrup, flour, sugar, 

toothpaste, shampoo and 

small bottles of laundry 

detergent.   

 On behalf of the 

clients that we serve, we 

want to thank you for your 

continued support.  It is 

because of your donations 

and the generosity of our 

community that we are 

able to provide this 

service to our neighbors 

who are less fortunate.   

Sincerely,  

Judy Deming 

FROM THE OFFICE  

FOOD PANTRY  

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=85659214
http://archive.elca.org/youth/gathering_theological09.html

